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Therefore they finally offered (a great favor, for-
sooth) to leave for our thirty survivors [6] a single
boat, in which we might coast along the seashore,
on the chance of finding some french vessel to take
us back to our own country. It was shown that this
boat could not hold over fifteen men; but nothing
further could be obtained, even from among our own
boats. To be brief: in this perplexity each of us
took counsel as he could; Father Enemond Massé
embarked with fourteen companions in the boat I
have mentioned, and the Lord favored him, as Your
Paternity has already learned. [7] I went to the
english captain and obtained a promise from him
that I and Father Jacques Quentin, my companion,
and also John Dixon— who had been admitted into
the society — and one servant, should be transported
to the neighboring islands where the English usually
fish, and that we should there be recommended to
these English fishermen; so that, having been car-
ried by them to England, we might easily return
thence into France. I obtained, as I say, a promise
to this effect, but there was no good faith in this
promise. For they carried us off, together with the
frenchmen who remained, fifteen in all, [8] straight
to their own country, Virginia, distant from the place
in which we had been captured at least two hundred
and fifty leagues. In Virginia, however, a new peril
arose; for the governor there wished to hang us all,
and especially the jesuits. But the captain who had
taken us resisted, alleging his promise to us. Final-
ly this promise, or their fear of our king, prevailed.

After this episode, the captain who had taken us
was commissioned to return to that part of New
France where he had plundered us, and to plunder



